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Book Analysis: Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone

Logline

An eleven-year-old orphan discovers he's a wizard and enters a magical world where he must stop an evil sorcerer from
stealing a powerful stone that grants immortality while uncovering the truth about his parents' murder.

Genre

Fantasy, Adventure

Top Keywords

Wizard, Magic, Supernatural, Adventure, Coming-of-Age, Friendship, School, Mystery, Fantasy, Dark Fantasy, Boarding
School, Heroic Quest, Hidden World, Prophecy, Transformation

Location Setting

Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry

Script Score

1. Character Development (8/10):

The story excellently develops Harry's character from an unwanted child to a brave young wizard. Supporting characters
like Ron, Hermione, and even antagonists like Malfoy show clear personality traits and growth. The transformation of
relationships, particularly the friendship between Harry, Ron, and Hermione, is well-crafted.

2. Plot Construction (9/10):

The story maintains a strong narrative arc with well-placed revelations and plot twists. The mystery of the
Philosopher's Stone serves as an excellent central plot device, while subplots like Quidditch matches and school life
are woven seamlessly into the main narrative.

3. Dialogue (8/10):

The conversations feel natural and age-appropriate, effectively conveying character personalities and moving the plot
forward. The distinct voices of characters like Hagrid with his unique dialect add authenticity to the dialogue.

4. Originality (9/10):

The blend of boarding school life with magical elements creates a fresh and engaging world. The unique concepts like
the Mirror of Erised, the house point system, and magical creatures demonstrate strong creative vision.



5. Emotional Engagement (9/10):

The story successfully creates emotional connections through Harry's longing for family, the development of
friendships, and the challenges faced by the characters. Moments like Harry seeing his parents in the mirror are
particularly poignant.

6. Theme and Message (8/10):

Strong themes of love, friendship, courage, and good versus evil are consistently developed throughout the narrative.
The importance of choices and standing up for what's right are well-portrayed.

Overall Rating: 8.5/10

The story successfully combines compelling characters, engaging plot, and meaningful themes while maintaining
consistent quality throughout. It effectively balances whimsy with serious elements, creating a rich and memorable
narrative experience.

Synopsis

"Harry Potter, an 11-year-old orphan living with his neglectful aunt and uncle, discovers he's a wizard and is invited

to attend Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry. At school, he befriends Ron Weasley and Hermione Granger while
learning about his famous past - he survived an attack by the dark wizard Voldemort, who killed his parents. Throughout
the year, the trio suspects Professor Snape of attempting to steal the mysterious Philosopher's Stone, which grants
immortality. However, they discover that Professor Quirrell, controlled by a weakened Voldemort, is the real threat. In

a climactic confrontation, Harry prevents Voldemort from obtaining the Stone through the power of his mother's

sacrificial protection. Gryffindor wins the House Cup, and Harry returns to his relatives, finally finding a place

where he belongs in the wizarding world."

Comprehensive Synopsis

"Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone" follows the journey of eleven-year-old Harry Potter, an orphan living with
his neglectful aunt and uncle, the Dursleys, who treat him as an unwanted burden. His life changes dramatically when he
discovers he's a wizard and is invited to attend Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry.

The story begins with the Dursleys witnessing strange occurrences in their neighborhood, culminating in the arrival of
Albus Dumbledore, who leaves baby Harry on their doorstep following the murder of his parents by the dark wizard
Voldemort. Ten years later, Harry lives in a cupboard under the stairs, unaware of his magical heritage, until
mysterious letters begin arriving for him. Despite the Dursleys' attempts to prevent Harry from reading these letters,
a half-giant named Hagrid tracks them down and reveals Harry's true identity as a wizard and his fame in the magical
world for surviving Voldemort's attack, which left him with a lightning-shaped scar.

Hagrid introduces Harry to the magical world, taking him to Diagon Alley to purchase school supplies. Harry learns that
his parents left him a fortune in the wizarding bank, Gringotts. During this visit, Hagrid mysteriously retrieves a

small package from a high-security vault, setting up one of the story's central mysteries. Harry also acquires his

wand, which shares a core with Voldemort's, and his first pet, an owl named Hedwig.

At King's Cross Station, Harry meets the Weasley family, who help him find Platform 9, where he boards the Hogwarts
Express. On the train, he befriends Ron Weasley and meets Hermione Granger, though their initial interaction is tense.



He also encounters Draco Malfoy, who offers friendship but displays prejudice against those from non-magical families,
leading Harry to reject his offer.

At Hogwarts, Harry is sorted into Gryffindor House alongside Ron and Hermione. He excels at flying lessons and becomes
the youngest Seeker on the Gryffindor Quidditch team in a century. While adjusting to life at Hogwarts, Harry and his
friends discover that the package Hagrid retrieved is the Philosopher's Stone, which can grant immortality and turn

metal into gold. They become convinced that Severus Snape, a professor who seems to despise Harry, is trying to steal

it.

The trio's friendship solidifies after Harry and Ron save Hermione from a mountain troll that was let into the school.
As they investigate the Stone's protection, they discover it's guarded by a three-headed dog named Fluffy. Through
various encounters and clues, including an invisible cloak Harry receives as a Christmas gift, they piece together that
someone is planning to steal the Stone.

The plot thickens when they learn that Hagrid acquired a dragon egg from a mysterious stranger who asked about Fluffy.
Realizing this stranger could be working with Snape, they become more concerned about the Stone's safety. After
managing to send the dragon to Ron's brother in Romania, they face detention in the Forbidden Forest, where Harry
encounters a cloaked figure drinking unicorn blood, saved only by the intervention of a centaur who warns him about
Voldemort's possible return.

When they discover Dumbledore has been called away from the school, Harry, Ron, and Hermione decide to protect the
Stone themselves. They face a series of magical challenges: getting past Fluffy using music, surviving Devil's Snare,
catching a flying key, winning a life-sized chess game (where Ron sacrifices himself), and solving a logic puzzle
involving potions.

The climax reveals that Professor Quirrell, not Snape, was trying to steal the Stone for Voldemort, who has been living
as a parasite on the back of Quirrell's head. Harry confronts them alone, and through the protection of his mother's
sacrificial love, his touch proves harmful to Quirrell. Dumbledore arrives in time to save Harry, and the Stone is
destroyed to prevent its misuse.

The story concludes with Gryffindor winning the House Cup, thanks to points awarded for the trio's bravery, and Harry
returning to the Dursleys for summer, looking forward to his next year at Hogwarts. Throughout the narrative, themes of
friendship, courage, love, and the battle between good and evil are woven together, establishing the foundation for the
larger series.

The book introduces key characters and elements that become crucial to the overall saga: Harry's connection to
Voldemort through his scar, the complex relationship between Harry and Snape, the strong friendship between Harry, Ron,
and Hermione, and the ongoing threat of Voldemort's return to power. It also establishes the magical world's

infrastructure, including the Ministry of Magic, Gringotts Bank, and the various houses of Hogwarts.

The story's appeal lies in its blend of familiar school experiences with magical elements, creating a rich world that
feels both fantastic and believable. The protagonist's journey from an unwanted orphan to a hero-in-training resonates
with universal themes of belonging and self-discovery, while the mystery plot keeps readers engaged throughout the
narrative.

Plot Assessment and Enhancement



What's Working Well:
1. Strong Character Development Arc: Harry's journey from an unwanted child to a hero is compelling and relatable. His

growth through challenges and friendships provides excellent emotional anchors.

2. Mystery Elements: The story effectively layers multiple mysteries (Nicolas Flamel, the Stone, Snape vs. Quirrell)
that keep audiences engaged and guessing.

3. World-Building: The gradual revelation of the magical world through Harry's eyes is masterfully done, making the
fantastic elements believable and engaging.

4. Supporting Character Dynamics: The friendship triangle between Harry, Ron, and Hermione is well-developed, with each
character bringing unique strengths to their adventures.

Suggested Improvements:

1. Pacing in Middle Acts: The middle section with Norbert the dragon, while interesting, could be streamlined to

maintain momentum toward the main Stone plot. This subplot, while showing character development, slightly detracts from
the main narrative tension.

2. Villain Development: Quirrell's reveal as the antagonist needs more subtle foreshadowing throughout. Currently, the
misdirection toward Snape is strong, but Quirrell's character could be developed more to make the twist more impactful.

3. Stakes Clarification: The importance of the Philosopher's Stone could be established earlier and more clearly to
build tension from the start. The audience needs to understand the consequences of Voldemort obtaining it sooner.

4. Third Act Structure: The series of magical challenges leading to the Stone could be condensed for better pacing
while maintaining the most cinematically compelling elements.

Specific Recommendations:

1. Add more scenes showing Quirrell's suspicious behavior earlier in the story, but subtly enough to maintain the

mystery.

2. Develop a stronger visual motif for the connection between Harry and Voldemort throughout the story, not just in the
final confrontation.

3. Create more direct conflict between Harry and the Dursleys early on to establish stronger emotional stakes for
Harry's new life at Hogwarts.

4. Consider incorporating more dynamic Quidditch sequences as they offer excellent opportunities for visual spectacle
while advancing character development.



These adjustments would enhance the cinematic potential while maintaining the core strengths of the story.

Character Profiling

Harry Potter

An orphaned boy who discovers he's a wizard and is famous in the wizarding world for surviving an attack by Voldemort
as a baby. He learns about his magical heritage, makes friends at Hogwarts, and confronts Voldemort for the first time.
Harry demonstrates courage, loyalty, and a growing understanding of his own capabilities. He goes from a mistreated,
uncertain child to a brave young wizard who protects the Philosopher's Stone and stands up to evil.

Archetype: The Hero

Ron Weasley

Harry's loyal best friend who comes from a large, loving wizarding family. Ron struggles with feeling overshadowed by
his successful older siblings but proves his worth through his strategic chess skills and unwavering friendship. He
supports Harry throughout their first year, accompanies him on dangerous adventures, and shows significant personal
growth by standing up for what's right.

Archetype: The Sidekick

Hermione Granger

An intelligent, rule-following Muggle-born witch who initially comes across as bossy but becomes a true friend. She
uses her extensive knowledge and logical thinking to help Harry and Ron, particularly in solving the challenges
protecting the Philosopher's Stone. Hermione learns to balance her academic perfectionism with friendship and bravery.

Archetype: The Sage

Albus Dumbledore

The wise, powerful headmaster of Hogwarts who serves as a protective and guiding figure for Harry. He strategically
allows Harry to face challenges that will help him grow, while also keeping him safe. Dumbledore demonstrates deep
understanding of love, sacrifice, and the complex nature of good and evil.

Archetype: The Sage

Hagrid

The kind-hearted gamekeeper who introduces Harry to the wizarding world and becomes a supportive, paternal figure.
Hagrid is well-meaning but sometimes inadvertently reveals important information. He shows deep loyalty to Dumbledore
and affection for Harry, representing the nurturing side of the magical community.

Archetype: The Caregiver

Main Character Casting



Albus Dumbledore

- Michael Gambon: Michael Gambon has already portrayed Dumbledore in the Harry Potter series, bringing a perfect
blend of wisdom, authority, and gentle humor to the role. His experience and understanding of the character make him an
ideal choice.

- lan McKellen: lan McKellen's portrayal of Gandalf in the Lord of the Rings series showcases his ability to embody
a wise and powerful wizard, making him a strong candidate for Dumbledore.

- Patrick Stewart: Patrick Stewart's commanding presence and experience in roles requiring gravitas and wisdom, such
as Captain Picard in Star Trek, align well with Dumbledore's character.

- Bill Nighy: Bill Nighy's versatility and ability to convey both humor and depth, as seen in roles like Rufus
Scrimgeour in Harry Potter, make him a great fit for Dumbledore.

- Derek Jacobi: Derek Jacobi's extensive stage and screen experience, along with his ability to portray complex
characters with nuance, would bring a distinguished quality to Dumbledore.

- Charles Dance: Charles Dance's authoritative presence and experience in fantasy roles, such as Tywin Lannister in
Game of Thrones, make him a compelling choice for Dumbledore.

- Hugh Laurie: Hugh Laurie's range as an actor, from comedic to dramatic roles, combined with his British
background, would allow him to bring a unique interpretation to Dumbledore.

- Jeremy Irons: Jeremy Irons' deep voice and ability to portray both villainous and wise characters would add a
distinctive edge to Dumbledore's character.

- Kenneth Branagh: Kenneth Branagh's experience in both acting and directing, along with his ability to convey
intelligence and warmth, make him a suitable candidate for Dumbledore.

- Ralph Fiennes: Ralph Fiennes, known for his role as Voldemort, has the acting chops to bring a different dimension
to Dumbledore, showcasing his versatility and depth.
Rubeus Hagrid

- Robbie Coltrane: Robbie Coltrane is the original actor who portrayed Hagrid in the Harry Potter films. His
performance captured the character's gentle nature and imposing physical presence perfectly.

- Ray Winstone: Ray Winstone has the robust build and gruff voice that could bring Hagrid's character to life, while
also conveying the warmth and kindness beneath the surface.

- Brendan Gleeson: Brendan Gleeson, known for his role as Mad-Eye Moody, has the acting range and physicality to
portray Hagrid's blend of toughness and tenderness.

- Brian Blessed: Brian Blessed's booming voice and larger-than-life presence make him an excellent choice for
Hagrid, capturing both his intimidating size and his gentle heart.

- Stephen Fry: Stephen Fry's warm demeanor and British charm could bring a unique interpretation to Hagrid,
emphasizing his nurturing qualities.

- Mark Addy: Mark Addy has the physicality and acting chops to portray Hagrid's jovial and caring nature, making him
a strong candidate for the role.

- James Cosmo: James Cosmo's experience in fantasy roles and his rugged appearance would suit Hagrid's character,



balancing his fierce loyalty and gentle spirit.

- Robbie Coltrane: Robbie Coltrane is the original actor who portrayed Hagrid in the Harry Potter films. His
performance captured the character's gentle nature and imposing physical presence perfectly.

- Ray Stevenson: Ray Stevenson has the stature and presence to embody Hagrid, with the ability to convey both his
intimidating and nurturing sides.

- David Bradley: David Bradley, known for his role as Argus Filch, has the acting range to portray Hagrid's
complexity, from his gruff exterior to his kind heart.
Main Character Casting Limited Budget
Albus Dumbledore

- Bill Nighy: Bill Nighy possesses the quintessential British charm and gravitas needed for Dumbledore. His
experience in fantasy films like 'Pirates of the Caribbean’ and 'Harry Potter' series as Rufus Scrimgeour showcases his

ability to embody wise and authoritative characters.

- lan McShane: lan McShane's deep voice and commanding presence make him a strong candidate for Dumbledore. His role
in "American Gods' demonstrates his capability to portray complex, mystical characters with a touch of humor.

- Charles Dance: Charles Dance's distinguished appearance and authoritative demeanor are perfect for Dumbledore. His
work in 'Game of Thrones' as Tywin Lannister highlights his ability to convey wisdom and leadership.

- Hugh Laurie: Hugh Laurie brings a unique blend of wit and intelligence, essential for Dumbledore's character. His
role in 'House' shows his ability to portray complex, multi-layered characters with a touch of humor.

- Jeremy Irons: Jeremy Irons' rich voice and experience in fantasy films like 'Eragon’ make him a suitable choice
for Dumbledore. His ability to convey depth and wisdom aligns well with the character's traits.

- Liam Cunningham: Liam Cunningham's role as Davos Seaworth in ‘Game of Thrones' showcases his ability to portray
wise and loyal characters. His British nationality and age make him a fitting choice for Dumbledore.

- David Thewlis: David Thewlis, known for his role as Remus Lupin in the 'Harry Potter' series, has the experience
and presence to portray Dumbledore. His ability to convey warmth and wisdom is well-suited for the role.

- Ralph Fiennes: Ralph Fiennes, though known for playing Voldemort, has the range and gravitas to portray
Dumbledore. His experience in fantasy films and ability to convey complex emotions make him a strong candidate.

- Mark Rylance: Mark Rylance's gentle demeanor and experience in both stage and film make him a great fit for
Dumbledore. His ability to convey wisdom and humor aligns well with the character's traits.

- Colin Firth: Colin Firth's British charm and experience in portraying dignified characters make him a suitable
choice for Dumbledore. His ability to convey warmth and intelligence is essential for the role.
Rubeus Hagrid

- Robbie Coltrane: Robbie Coltrane is the original actor who portrayed Hagrid in the Harry Potter films. His
performance captured the character's gentle giant persona perfectly, and his physical presence aligns well with

Hagrid's description.

- Brian Blessed: Brian Blessed has a commanding presence and a booming voice that would suit Hagrid's



larger-than-life character. His experience in fantasy roles and his British nationality make him a strong candidate.

- Brendan Gleeson: Brendan Gleeson, known for his role as Mad-Eye Moody in the Harry Potter series, has the acting
chops and physicality to portray Hagrid. His ability to convey warmth and strength would be ideal for the role.

- Ray Winstone: Ray Winstone's rugged appearance and British background make him a suitable choice for Hagrid. He
has the ability to portray both toughness and tenderness, essential for the character.

- Mark Addy: Mark Addy, known for his role in 'Game of Thrones,' has the physical presence and acting range to play
Hagrid. His experience in fantasy genres adds to his suitability.

- Stephen Fry: Stephen Fry's warm and engaging personality, combined with his British heritage, make him a good fit
for Hagrid. His ability to convey kindness and wisdom would bring depth to the character.

- James Cosmo: James Cosmo, with his experience in fantasy films and his imposing stature, would be a great choice
for Hagrid. His ability to portray both strength and gentleness aligns with the character's traits.

- Robbie Gee: Robbie Gee's versatility and British background make him a potential fit for Hagrid. His ability to
convey warmth and humor would complement the character's personality.

- David Bradley: David Bradley, known for his role as Argus Filch in the Harry Potter series, has the acting range
to portray Hagrid. His experience in fantasy genres and British nationality make him a viable option.

- lan McNeice: lan McNeice's robust presence and British heritage make him a suitable candidate for Hagrid. His
ability to convey both authority and kindness would bring the character to life.
Comparative Film Analysis
Describing the book as a mash-up of existing films can be a fun way to capture its essence. Here are ten films that,

when combined, might give a sense of the book's themes, tone, and elements:

1. *"The Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe"** - Both stories feature young protagonists
discovering a magical world hidden within their ordinary lives, filled with wonder and danger.

2. **"Matilda"** - Like Harry, Matilda is a young child with extraordinary abilities who faces neglect from her family
but finds solace and empowerment in a school setting.

3. **'The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring™** - This film shares the theme of a powerful, dark force
seeking an object of immense power, with a group of unlikely heroes standing against it.

4. *"E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial™* - The sense of wonder, friendship, and the feeling of being an outsider are central
to both stories, as well as the theme of discovering something extraordinary in a mundane world.

5. **"Star Wars: A New Hope"** - Harry's journey from an ordinary boy to a hero parallels Luke Skywalker's
transformation, with both stories featuring a battle against dark forces and the discovery of one's true potential.

6. **"The Goonies"** - The adventure, camaraderie, and treasure-hunting elements in "The Goonies" mirror the quest-like
aspects of Harry's first year at Hogwarts.



7. **"The NeverEnding Story"** - Both stories involve young protagonists who are drawn into a fantastical world where
they must confront dark forces and discover their own strength.

8. **"Home Alone"** - The theme of a young boy outsmarting adults and overcoming challenges with creativity and courage
is present in both stories.

9. *"Willy Wonka & the Chocolate Factory"** - The sense of wonder and discovery in a magical, whimsical setting, along
with the theme of a special child being chosen for a unique opportunity, are shared elements.

10. *"The Wizard of Oz"** - The journey of self-discovery, the importance of friendship, and the battle against a dark
force in a magical land are central to both stories.

These films, when combined, capture the essence of the book's magical adventure, themes of friendship and bravery, and
the journey of a young hero discovering his place in a wondrous world.

Comparative TV Show Analysis

This book, "Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone," can be described as a mash-up of the following TV shows, each

contributing elements that resonate with the book's themes, setting, and characters:

1. »*"Stranger Things"** - Both feature young protagonists discovering a hidden world filled with supernatural elements
and facing dark forces. The sense of mystery and adventure is central to both stories.

2. **"The Magicians"** - This show explores a magical school and the complexities of learning magic, similar to
Hogwarts. It also delves into the darker aspects of magic, much like the threats Harry faces.

3. **"Buffy the Vampire Slayer"** - The theme of a young hero battling evil forces while navigating school life is a
strong parallel. Both Buffy and Harry are chosen ones with a destiny to fight dark powers.

4. *"Charmed"** - The focus on magic, spells, and the battle between good and evil aligns with the magical world of
Harry Potter. The familial bonds in "Charmed" mirror the friendships in the book.

5. *"Merlin™* - Set in a magical world with a young protagonist learning about his powers, this show shares the theme
of destiny and the struggle between good and evil.

6. **"Once Upon a Time™* - This series blends fairy tale elements with modern storytelling, much like how Harry Potter
combines magical lore with a contemporary setting.

7. **"The Umbrella Academy"** - Features a group of young individuals with unique abilities facing extraordinary
challenges, similar to Harry and his friends at Hogwarts.



8. **"His Dark Materials"** - Both involve young protagonists discovering parallel worlds and confronting complex moral
dilemmas, with a strong emphasis on destiny and prophecy.

9. **"Sabrina the Teenage Witch"** - The coming-of-age story of a young witch learning to balance her magical and
non-magical life parallels Harry's journey at Hogwarts.

10. **"Doctor Who"** - The sense of wonder, exploration of new worlds, and the battle against dark forces resonate with
the adventurous and fantastical elements of Harry Potter's story.

These shows collectively capture the essence of magic, adventure, friendship, and the battle between good and evil that
are central to "Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone."



